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Message from the President Terry Stahurski 

I got an email from the Ohio Gold Prospectors club who is looking for a speaker for their Labor Day get together.  

They need a speaker on Sunday Sept. 6th.  As you can see from the email below, they would like someone to talk 

about the basics of metal detecting and underwater detecting.  It would probably be good to have some displays of 

stuff found as well.  They said they would give our club a table for the show in case we wanted to display anything 

about the club.  The attachments in the email further down gives details about the show and the location. 

Here is a copy of the email: 

There may be as many as 60-70 folks listening intently since nugget shooting is a big draw to the gold prospecting enthusiast. 
I would recommend that if a detectorist were to speak generally about how metal detectors work then hit a few basics like ground 

balancing and tuning adjustments and move toward target hunting and ultimately, underwater detecting followed by a brief Q&A, 

it would hold the attention of our average listener. We will have members of all levels of detecting experience and such a format 
would definitely have something for everyone. I imagine such a presentation would take in the neighborhood of 45 minutes. 

If your club or any of your members happen to be selling new or used equipment, this would be a great place to find customers in 

that market and as I said earlier, your group would also have a vendors space all weekend. 
 Here is the information about our Labor Day weekend event. I hope that one of your members is able and willing to be speaker 

sometime Sunday, Sept. 6th sometime between 9am and noon. 

Per our phone conversation, I am also inviting your club to set up in our vendorÂ midway. There is no cost to your group (but 
they might hit you up for a small donation to the Sunday auction). 

Attached is our event flyer and below are links to our websites and schedule of events.  

Patrick O'Masters 

 

I have attached the flyer to the last page of the newsletter 

 

The fastest way to get a permit to detect in the Metro Parks is to call them at 216-635-3200.  They will send a 

permit directly to your home.  

We are still planning to hunt at Chippewa Lake. If you interested in going on this hunt, please contact Terry 

Stahurski or Bruce Pulliam and get your name on the list. 

August  Meeting 

     We will be discussing Ohio laws on metal detecting this month. I have included some articles here 
showing 2 laws that pertain to Ohio. If you know of any laws bring the information with you to help keep 
our members informed. 

     We have a one remaining club hunt as follows: 

Sept. 6
th
 – Unseeded hunt – Rockefeller Park or another site 

     We will be holding our annual club auction next month so start collecting those goodies to bring in to 
sell in our auction !! 
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Ohio Metal Detecting Laws 

 

The American Antiquities Act of 1906 was pas sed to protect the relics and artifacts that lay below ground from being dug 

up by, armchair historians, relic hunters, or anyone who enjoys the outdoors.  

The ARPA law was not a metal detecting law.  

There were no metal detectors in 1906.  

Even though this law is not a metal detecting law. But you must obey it.  

The Antiquities Law remember is not a metal detecting law, but reads as follows.  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That any 

person who shall appropriate, excavate, injure, or destroy any historic or prehistoric ruin or monument, or any object of 

antiquity, situated on lands owned or controlled by the Government of the United States, without the permission of the 

Secretary of the Department of the Government having jurisdiction over the lands on which said antiquities are situated, shall, 

upon conviction, be fined in a sum of not more than five hundred dollars or be imprisoned for a period of not more than ninety 

days, or shall suffer both fine and imprisonment, in the discretion of the court.  

Metal detecting laws-treasure hunting laws, OH NO  

And if ARPA wasnôt enough, in 1966 another federal law the National Historic Preservation Act was passed with the intent 
to protect our cultural resources. I quote that law here:  

This law was not a metal detecting law either. However, we are not allowed to dig.  

 

                         In 1979 the ARPA law (Archaeological Resources Protection Act) was passed to read as follows:  

This law did not mention any metal detecting laws, or treasure hunting laws either.  

The Archaeological Resources Protection Act Of 1979  

The term "archaeological resource" means any material remains of past human life or activities which are of archaeological 

interest, as determined under uniform regulations promulgated pursuant to this chapter. Such regulations containing such 

determination shall include, but not be limited to: pottery, basketry, bottles, weapons, weapon projectiles, tools, structures or 

portions of structures, pit houses, rock paintings, rock carvings, intaglios, graves, human skeletal materials, or any portion or 

piece of any of the foregoing items. Nonfossilized and fossilized paleontological specimens, or any portion or piece thereof, 

shall not be considered archaeological resources, under the regulations under this paragraph, unless found in archaeological 
context. No item shall be treated as an archaeological resource under regulations under this paragraph unless such item is at 

least 100 years of age.  

· No person may excavate, remove, damage, or otherwise alter or deface, or attempt to excavate, remove, damage, or 

otherwise alter or deface any archaeological resource located on public lands or Indian lands unless such activity is pursuant to 
a permit issued under section 470cc of this title, a permit referred to in section 470cc(h)(2) of this title, or the exemption 

contained in section 470cc(g)(1) of this title. 

 

This law was not a metal detecting law either. However, we are not allowed to dig.  

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 · This act supplements the provisions of the Antiquities Act of 1906. The law 

makes it illegal to destroy, excavate or remove information from Federal or Indian lands any archeological resources without a 

permit from the land manager. Permits may be issued only to educational or scientific institutions and only if the resulting 
activities will increase knowledge about archeological resources. Regulations for the ultimate disposition of materials recovered 

as a result of permitted activities state that archeological resources excavated on public lands remain the property of the 

United States. Archeological resources excavated from Indian lands remain the property of the Indian or Indian tribe having 

rights of ownership over such resources. 
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