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Steven L. Farkas   
STEVEN L. FARKAS, age 71, of Aurora. Died October 

10, 2008. Beloved husband of Patricia (nee Czier); 
dear father of Pamela (Greg) Reynolds, and Lt. Col. 

Paul M. (Sally) Farkas; loving grandfather of Gordon, 
Benton, Cullen, and Jim; brother-in-law of Cynthia 

and David Suhadolnik, and Lewis and the late Beverly 
Clernt; uncle of Stephanie and Lewis. Memorials may 

be made to Rescue Village.  
 

   We are deeply saddened at the passing of a very sweet and 

wonderful friend. We at the Buckeye Searchers will really miss 
Steve. Our prayers will be with his family.  Steve attended Brush 

High School (Class of '55). He has brought a lot of joy and smiles 

to all our lives. He was always willing to lend a helpful hand. He 
was a true friend to all of us. We will all deeply miss Steve. 

    We hope his grandson will join us in Steve’s favorite hobby and 
follow in his steps as a great man. We will be taking donations at 

the meeting so we can make a contribution to Steve’s favorite 
charity. We will also have a moment of silence in his honor. If you 

wish to send a card or send your charity contribution direct you 
may send it to his wife: 

 
                    Patricia   Farkas  

                    177 Chelmsford Drive  

                    Aurora, Ohio 44202             
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Next meeting will be 

Thursday November 13th, 

2008 at 7:30P.M. 

 

Please join us. Our monthly 

meetings are held on the 

second Thursday of each 

month at 7:30pm in the 

Solon Historical Society 

Building. It is located at the 

corner of Bainbridge Road 

and Route 91 33975 

Bainbridge Road in Solon, 

Ohio. Our meetings are 

open to the public. We look 

forward to see you. 

Web pages of general 
interest: 

http://www.losttreasure

.com 

http://www.fmdac.org/ 

http://www.treasurenet.co
m/westeast/ 

www.buckeyesearchers.com  

http://www.youtube.com 

Going Once, Going Twice, SOLD!!!! 

It is our annual auction time again! This is our annual auction to 

help us raise funds for our Christmas Party and to help support 

our club in many ways. We use these funds to buy more coins for 

the Christmas raffle and to help with our hunts throughout the 

year. With the price of coins going up so much this year, we will 

need to have the greatest auction ever!! We will have our 

Treasure chests up for auction again this year with all of its coins 

and one with the gold!  

Some suggestions would be:  

Any metal detecting equipment 

Antiques 

Coins 

 

Old bottles 

Old history books 

Collectibles of any kind 

Any items you don’t need and think someone else may desire. 

Large items may be donated with a percentage of the sale to the 

club and the remainder of the sale amount to  you! 

Do some searching, invite some friends, and we will have a great 

and successful auction! 

 

http://www.losttreasure.com/
http://www.losttreasure.com/
http://www.fmdac.org/
http://www.treasurenet.com/westeast/
http://www.treasurenet.com/westeast/
http://www.buckeyesearchers.com/
http://www.youtube.com/


 

   

Dues are due so please pay promptly. Additionally, if any members 
know of anyone who would like to join the club, please have them come 

to the next meeting or give their name and address to Tammy.  

If you have ordered a shirt, please pick it up at the meeting.  Cost is $12.  Several 
other people ordered shirts at the last meeting but I can’t place an order until I have 

at least 12 shirts to order – that’s their minimum.  So you may want to ask people to 
order shirts. 

We are still running our 2008 Gold Raffle this month. Here 

is a list of coins that will be the prizes: 

1
st

 Place-1909 Indian head US $5.00 gold piece (this is a much better and more 
collectible coin that the $5 piece we had last year).   

2
nd

-5
th

 Place -. Two peso gold coin 

6
th

 -10
th

 Place- Pre 1900 silver dollars in very nice condition 

See Tammy to pick up your tickets. Drawing will be at the Christmas party! 

Take tickets home and sell them at work or to your family and friends!!!! 

Balance Forward 
 $  
208.53  

   Raffle Sept 
Meeting 

 

 $  
122.00  

  
Coffee Kitty sept 

 

 $    
12.60  

  
Hunt Money 

 

 $    
36.00  

  Single 
membership 

 

 $    
10.00  

  Patch 
    

Coffee Kitty Oct 
 

 $    
10.88  

  
Raffle Oct Meeting 

 

 $  
120.00  

  
tickets gold raffle 

  

 $   
(65.88) 

 
Coins Bernie 

  

 $   
(32.00) 

 
Meeting Refresh Sept 

 

 $   
(54.00) 

 
Newsletter  

  

 $   
(64.20) 

 Coins Terry  
    

 

 $  
208.53  

 $  
311.48  

 $ 
(216.08) 

 $  
303.93  

 



 

 
Coins non silver  Coins Gold or Silver 

Joe Franchino- 44pts.  1846 Large  Cent 

Terry Stahurski - 37pts. 1914D Wheat 

Cent 

Joe Fragapane-20pts. 1887 Indian head 

penny 

Dave Papp-18pts. 1897 Indian Head 

Cent 

 

Joe Fragapane- 54pts.- 1908D Barber 

Half 

Terry Stahurski –44pts. 1909D Barber 

Quarter 

Dave Papp -18 pts. 1942 & 1950D 

Dimes 

Joe Franchino- 7pts. 1942P Silver War 

Nickel 

 Jewelry____ 

Joe Fragapane-60pts. Silver Friendship 

Ring 

Joe Franchino- 49pts. Brass Hair Pin 

 

             Miscellaneous___ 

Dave Papp-52pts. GAR Marker 

Joe Franchino 32pts.  1920-1930’s 

Western Union Tele. Co.Token 

Terry Stahurski- 31pts. Silver War Era 

Button 

Joe Fragapane-9pts. Andrew Jackson 

Token 

 
  Coins Non Silver_  Coins Gold or Silver 

Ray Harrison-43pts. 1828 Large Cent 

Joe Fragapane- 38pts.  1835 Large Cent  

Joe Franchino- 14pts.  1954 Mexican 

Centavos 

Jim Blackburn-14pts. 1892 Indian Head 

Cent 

Terry Stahurski - 9pts. 1919 Wheat Cent 

Richard Kepler-5pts. 1882 Indian Head 

Cent 

Joe Fragapane-55pts.1889 Seated Dime 

Terry Stahurski –22pts. 1905o Barber 

Dime 

Jim Blackburn-18pts. 1917s Mercury 

Dime 

Dave Papp-8pts. 1941 Mercury Dime 

Joe Franchino-8pts. Washington 

Quarter 

 Jewelry____ 

Richard Kepler-45pts. 14kt Wedding 

Band 

 Jeff Perry- 34pts.  Aqua Marine Silver 

Ring 

Jim Blackburn-21pts. Cameo 

Terry Stahurski-9pts. Gold plated Cuff 

Link 

Joe Fragapane-7pts. Silver Ring 

w/Diamonds 

Joe Franchino-5pts. Copper Ring 

           Miscellaneous___ 

Jim Blackburn -29 pts. Match Safe 

Terry Stahurski- 28pts. 1906 Pencil 

Sharpener 

Joe Franchino – 17pts.  1950’s Auto 

Emblem 

Joe Fragapane-16pts. 1863 Civil War 

Token 

Dave Papp-14pts. Police Whistle 

Ray Harrison-11pts. Metal Plane 

Richard Kepler-8pts. Hot Wheels 

 



 

 
 

GORE ORPHANAGE MYTH OR LEGEND 
This property has a very interesting and thrill seeking stories that have circulated for years. Here is 

the real story.(I think this would be a great place to go for a treasure hunt if you dare)  

Prologue: The myth surrounding the place called "The Gore Orphanage" has been circulating throughout northern 

Ohio for nearly a century. Generations of youngsters have flocked to the site claiming to hear the voices of orphan 

children they believe died when a fire burned the orphanage to the ground in the early part of the 19th century. This 

tale, however fascinating, is untrue. While there was an orphanage in Swift's Hollow on Gore Orphanage Road near 

Birmingham, Ohio it was not called the Gore Orphanage, it never burned, and no one lost their life in the facility from 

fire or any other cause. 

The real name of the Orphanage was the Light of Hope (also referred to as the Light and Hope). It was built by the 

Reverend John A. Sprunger and his wife in 1903 after their orphanage located in Bern, Indiana was destroyed by fire in 

1899. Three orphan girls were reported to have died in that fire. The name Gore Orphanage was adopted by young 

thrill seekers over the years because it apparently fired their collective imaginations of murder and mayhem at 

Sprunger's home for orphans. The belief is/was that the word "gore" was referring to that of a bloody wound. Thus it 

amplified, and seemed to substantiate, the ever evolving horror story about the place. But in fact the word actually 

referred to a topographical description of the land running the length of the road in Lorain County, Ohio where it is 

located. In brief, it was simply a triangular piece of land (hence the name "gore"). Prior to the orphanage being 

established along the road it was called Gore Road. 

I began a working research project on the orphanage in the early autumn of 2002 for a local newspaper article. I had no 

great expectations as to exactly what conclusion(s) I might come to as I searched through net files and library books. 

But the work led me in several directions. I learned that the site of the orphanage is not where most people believe it is. 

The site they claim to be the orphanage site is actually that of the ruins of a mansion built in 1840-41 by one Joseph 

Swift. When the aging Swift sold the property in 1865 a family by the name of Wilber bought it. Nicholas Wilber and 

his wife lived in the mansion with their son, Miller, and his wife, Henrietta. Nicholas lived there until his death in 1901 

when it was, then, abandoned. His wife had preceded him in death in 1899. And while some historians claim that four 

Wilber grandchildren died in a diphtheria epidemic in 1893 while living in Rosedale and were buried along the river, 

that story is untrue. The children did die in an epidemic of Black Diptheria, but they were living on the Kellogg 

Family Farm in Berlin Heights, Ohio at that time. In 1904-05 Miller and Hattie moved from that farm to a home on 

State Street in Vermilion where he opened a hardware store on Division Street. The entire family is buried in Maple 

Grove Cemetery on Mason Road in Vermilion. 

But as I said the mansion is not the site of the orphanage. The orphanage was located approximately 1/4 mile north of 

Rosedale just across the small Vermilion River Bridge. It is on Gore Orphanage Road just past the spot where it and 

Sperry Roads meet in the hollow. The ruins of the orphanage cannot be seen from the road. The most visible remnants 

of the place abut the Sperry Road hill and are quite substantial. To my knowledge few people have actually investigated 

the site other than myself and a friend, Kenneth Prindle. 

The orphanage site originally consisted of four sets of farm buildings and others were added as needed. It covered 543 

acres, and as many as 120 children were cared for at one time. 



 

My research may seem a sad let-down for youngsters of the region who have long considered this place to be their own 

little Amityville house of horrors, but my work debunking this myth led me to what I believe to be a real life horror 

story. While it doesn't contain ghosts nor "things that go bump" in the night, the reality of that which actually happened 

at John Sprunger's orphanage in Swift's Hollow makes Charles Dickens' tales about 19th century English orphanages 

pale in comparison. 

This is that story... 

Rich Tarrant, July 1, 2003 ~Vermilion, Ohio 

http://www.vermilionohio.org/goreorphanage.html 

http://www.forgottenoh.com/gore.html  

Here is a video clip about the mythe :   http://creepycleveland.blogspot.com/ This also shows the property that could be 

a great place to hunt and find those goodies! 

You can find lots of old abandoned sites here on these web sites. I personally am not afraid of ghosts, but due suggest 

taking a partner to hunt with just because of the terrain and out of the way surroundings. 

 

 

http://www.vermilionohio.org/goreorphanage.html
http://www.forgottenoh.com/gore.html
http://creepycleveland.blogspot.com/
http://www.forgottenoh.com/Gore/swifthollow1.jpg


 

 


